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5.1. THE RESTORATION OF THE SUPERSTRUCTURE OF THE CENTRAL BUILDING 

OF THE PROPYLAEA 

 

Tasos Tanoulas 

Architect, PhD, former Head of Project for the Conservation and Restoration of the the Propylaea 

 

Abstract 

Throughout the Middle Ages and the period of Turkish occupation, the Propylaea served purposes 

which caused damage to the original structure, particularly in the superstructure of the central 

building. 

The restoration of the central building superstructure conducted by Nikolaos Balanos (1909-1917) 

included most of the surviving original material of this part of the monument, which was incorporated 

in the architrave, parts of the frieze, the cornice, and the pediment, as well as the northern end of the 

ceiling of the east portico. In the western hall, the extreme eastern column of the northern Ionic 

colonnade and the northeast part of the ceiling were restored. The ample use of iron soon caused 

damages to the marble, thus making a new intervention indispensable.  

In 1982, minor work was done on the second epistyle counting from the south. The restored parts 

of the ceilings were dismantled in 1991-1992. In 1994 a study for the restoration of the central 

building superstructure and the northern wing was presented. In 1997-2001 the east end of the south 

wall of the central building was dismantled, conserved and reassembled. After considerable 

conservation work of the dismantled material and further study of the material, the final study for the 

Restoration of the Superstructure of the Central Building of the Propylaea was approved by the 

Ministry of Culture. Work started in 2001 and was completed in 2009.  

The whole enterprise has involved the disassembly, conservation and reassembly of 301 blocks 

and the incorporation in the structure of another 66 blocks; these latter blocks have been restored, for 

the first time, in the superstructure of the building above the central passageway, thus allowing the 

visitor to get a feeling of the proportions in the two roofed spaces of the main building of the 

Propylaea. In the end there have been put up 367 architectural members the weight of which vary 

from 0.5 to 10.5 tons.  

The new restoration of the superstructure of the central building of the Propylaea, beyond the 

correction of the technical errors of the previous restoration, restored not only the architectural forms 

and proportions but, also, the structural principles of the original and, furthermore, allowed a new 

appreciation of the building’s interior as an architectural value. 
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Fig. 14. Joining of fragments of a ceiling beam of the east portico with titanium rods and cement. 
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Fig. 15. Pouring molten lead into a joint that was unavoidably left gaping on the doorway wall. 
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ii Note: All Photos and Drawings are by T. Tanoulas unless otherwise indicated. 
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5.2. ISSUES PERTAINING TO THE STRUCTURAL RESTORATION OF THE 

SUPERSTRUCTURE OF THE CENTRAL BUILDING OF THE PROPYLAEA 

 

Maria Ioannidou, 

Civil Engineer NTUA, Director Emerita of the Acropolis Restoration Service, Restoration Expert 

Vasilis Papavasiliou 

Civil Engineer AUTH, Propylaia restoration project 

 

Abstract 

The treatment of the structural damage on areas of the central building of the Propylaia that had 

been restored by Balanos in the period 1909 – 1917 was the primary goal of the intervention on the 

superstructure of the monument, which was completed in December 2009. Research on the material 

that was dismantled, combined with the scattered material, led to the identification and creation of 

additional architectural members for the ceilings, thus allowing the restoration of an area twice as 

extensive as the one covered by the preceding restoration.  

Among the architectural members that were restored to the ceilings there are also 11 beams that 

were assembled of ancient fragments and new marble supplements. These are massive and extremely 

heavy architectural members. For their structural restoration with titanium rods and white cement, a 

special calculating methodology was developed. Moreover it was imperative to design and construct 

special devices which facilitate the matching and joining of architectural members of great size. 

Major difficulties were encountered during the dismantling and structural restoration of the two 

architrave blocks of the central intercolumnar space on the east side of the monument, not only due to 

their great size – they constitute the heaviest architectural members of the monument, weighing 12.5 

tons each – but mostly because of the method by which they had been restored in the past.  

Of particular interest was the consolidation of the cracked eastern block of the central lintel of the 

doorway wall of the monument, which was performed in situ so that the authentic structure of the area 

would not be disrupted. 

The intervention on the ceilings of the Propylaia was unique and pioneering in terms of the the size 

of architectural members involved and the methodology developed for their structural restoration. 

This project added much to our knowledge and experience on the methodology of structural 

restoration of massive marble architectural members. This intervention, which was great in every 

way, would not have been successfully completed without the knowledge, the experience, but also the 

enthusiasm of the scientific and technical personnel involved in the project. 
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5.3. RESTORATION OF THE SUPERSTRUCTURE OF THE SOUTH WALL OF THE 

CENTRAL BUILDING OF THE PROPYLAEA 

 

Konstantinos D. Karanasos 

Dr. Architect Engineer, Acropolis Restoration Service 

 

Abstract 

The study for the rearrangement of blocks on the south wall of the central building was primarily 

aimed at the use of the surviving authentic material of the monument, but also at its protection from 

further decay on the ground. The absence of serious structural problems in this area of the Propylaea, 

as well as the fact that the ancient blocks that were to be restored were in a generally good condition, 

were important factors in facilitating the restoration but also in respecting  the previously set time-

frame for it. Part of the material to which the present study refers comes from a restored area of the 

monument, while another part of the material comes from the collections of scattered members of the 

Acropolis monuments. The aforementioned material is comprised of blocks that complete westwards 

the 18th course (inner cornice), blocks that belong to the two overlying courses (19 and 20) and one 

cornice block that is bedded on blocks of the 20th course. Eight out of the eighteen blocks included in 

the study had been previously restored.  

Systematic research on the material began in 2001so that the findings could be presented by the 

author at the 5th International Meeting on the Restoration of the Acropolis Monuments. The study was 

approved by ESMA in 2007 and, a year later, by the Central Archaeological Council (KAS) of the 

Hellenic Ministry of Culture. 

In 2009, before the commencement of the restoration works, two more blocks from courses 19 and 

20 were added to the original material of the south wall, thus raising the total to 16 blocks. It was 

judged necessary for three additional architectural members to be made of new marble.  

Work performed on the ground began in late 2009 and work performed on the monument began in 

early 2011. It should be stressed that, for the purposes of the restoration, it was decided to dismantle 

an in situ block of the 18th course.   

The restoration of the superstructure of the south wall of the central building of the Propylaea, 

which was completed in December of 2011, contributed not only to the aesthetic improvement of the 

image of the monument but also to the increase of its legibility. The benefits of the reintegration of the 

authentic members to their original positions are not limited to the protection of this material, but 

extend to the enhancement of the morphological and aesthetic qualities of the monument itself.  
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6. THE RESTORATION PROGRAMME OF THE TEMPLE OF ATHENA NIKE 

 

D. Michalopoulou 

Civil Engineer, Head of the restoration programme of the temple of Athena Nike, Acropolis Restoration Service 

K. Mamalougas 

Architect Engineer MSc, Acropolis Restoration Service 

 

Abstract 

The Ionic Temple of Athena Nike, designed by the architect Kallikrates, was built between 427 

and 424 BC, southwest of the Propylaea on the Athenian Acropolis. It replaced an earlier poros 

shrine, the ruins of which survive today at a level lower than that of the marble temple.  

The latest restoration programme is the third one in the history of the monument. The first 

intervention took place in the period 1835 – 44, immediately after the establishment of the Greek 

State, and it restored the part of the monument that had been dismantled during the 17th century. The 

second intervention took place during the period 1935 – 40 and it restored the entire temple and the 

greater part of the bastion. During this intervention, a crypt was also formulated below the marble 

temple, in order to render the archaeological remains of the poros shrine accessible to visitors.   

Structural problems detected both in the foundation as well as in the superstructure of the 

monument necessitated a third restoration which began in the year 2000, according to the study 

carried out by the architect Demosthenes Giraud. The new programme included not only the marble 

temple but the earlier poros shrine as well. 

The works of the programme began with the dismantling of the monument. This was followed by 

the cleaning, survey, study, and structural restoration of the architectural members, work which 

proved to be arduous and time-consuming due to the fragmentation, the trimming and the 

deterioration of the members. This damage was caused not only by the passage of time and the violent 

demolition of the monument in the 17th century but also by the methods that had been implemented 

during the previous restorations.   

In the process, it was deemed necessary to tear down the bearing structure under the floor of the 

temple which had been constructed during the preceding intervention in order to formulate the 

basement crypt. The old reinforced concrete slab was replaced with a metal grid, constructed out of 

stainless steel. The requirements of this project were particularly complex, as the new structure was to 

bear part of the monument while, at the same time, steps had to be taken towards the improvement of 

the conditions of preservation and accessibility of the ruins in the basement crypt.  

In the course of the restoration programme, studies were carried out on the rearrangement of the 

blocks of the cella walls, the column capitals, the frieze, and on the restoration of the cornice, the 

Το έργο στο ναό της Αθηνάς Νίκης  6.      Δ. Μιχαλοπούλου - Κ. Μαμαλούγκας  

sima, and the pediment of the temple. Furthermore, the project provided the occasion to identify and 

reset on the monument not only scattered fragments but also whole members which had not been used 

in the earlier interventions. The resetting of members to their original position, the correction of the 

mistakes of the previous interventions and the restoration of the upper part of the monument enhanced 

the architectural and constructional consistency of the monument. 

Finally, the programme was concluded with the restoration of the north part of the crown of 

Athena Nike bastion and with the implementation of a set of interventions aiming at a more effective 

protection and presentation of the archaeological remains in the basement crypt. 
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Abstract 

The Surface Conservation Technical Office of the Acropolis Restoration Service selects, 

designs, and implements the materials and the conservation interventions on the Acropolis 

monuments, in order to treat the deterioration detected on the surface of the structural 

materials of the monuments and to ensure their durability. Depending on the preservation 

condition of the surface, all appropriate interventions are performed, such as consolidation, 

cleaning, removal of harmful elements from previous interventions, use of restoration 

mortars, and grouting.  

Conservation interventions on the Parthenon were performed on the west frieze, as well as 

on members of the opisthonaos, the pronaos, the north side, the eastern colonnade, the 

metopes of the north side, the walls of the cella and the NW and SW corners of the 

entablature of the west side. 

 Conservation interventions on the Propylaea pertained to members of the superstructure 

of the central building and the south wing, the south wall of the west hall of the central 

building, to orthostates of the walls of the stoa of the north wing, and to three drums from the 

northern column of the western façade. 

During the Restoration programme, conservation work on the Temple of Athena Nike was 

mainly carried out on members which would not be accessible after the restoration, while, 

later, the work extended to the orthostates, to the blocks of the toichobate bearing the cyma, 
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to blocks of the walls of the cella, the northern crown of the Nike tower, and to one column 

of the east colonnade.  

As regards the Erechtheion, conservation interventions that have been completed pertain 

to the east colonnade, to parts of the inner side of the south wall, the west wall, and the 

southwest corner, the outer side of the west wall, and to the small doorway of the north 

portico. Moreover, the coffered ceiling of the south porch of the Caryatids was cleaned by 

laser and this was followed by the aesthetic improvement of the surface.   

Finally, conservation work was performed on the sandstone blocks of the Arrephorion 

foundations while the joining of scattered sandstone architectural members of the archaic 

period by using hydraulic mortars is still in progress. 
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7.2. CONSERVATION AND CLEANING OF THE WEST FRIEZE OF THE PARTHENON 

A. N. Panou 

Conservator of Antiquities and Works of Art, Head conservator of the Parthenon 

K. Th. Frantzikinaki

Conservator of Antiquities and Works of Art, Supervisor of the Propylaea conservation team

E. Ch. Papakonstantinou

Chemical Engineer, f. Head of the Surface Conservation Technical Office

Abstract 

The serious deterioration suffered by the west frieze of the Parthenon for as long as it remained on 

the monument, failures detected in earlier conservation interventions, as well as the atmospheric 

pollution of recent decades necessitated the removal of blocks from the monument so that they could 

be taken to the old Acropolis museum in 1992 for protection and conservation.   

In the period 2000 – 2005, within the framework of the third Community Support Framework (3rd 
CSF), all three stages of conservation were completed, that is, the structural restoration, cleaning, and 
aesthetic retrieval.    

First, the structural restoration (2000 – 2002) was performed, which involved the reattachment of 
fragments, the consolidation of the surface, and the elimination of damaging factors.  

After a long research project on the search of a suitable and safe cleaning method, the laser method 
was selected. This was followed by the cleaning of the sculpted surface from atmospheric pollutants 
(2002 – 2005) with the prototype laser system which was developed by the Institute of Electronic 
Structure & Laser – Foundation for Research & Technology (IESL - FORTH) so as to use infrared and 
ultraviolet radiation individually or simultaneously.  

Cleaning brought to light information and valuable historical evidence from the sculpted surface 
which had been obscured by soot deposits and black crust. Pins and mortars from previous 
conservation interventions, which were not immediately visible, were identified and safely removed. 
What was revealed were traces of the use of stonemasonry tools as well as the actual extent of the 
monochromatic surface layers. Non-destructive methods used in 2012 revealed evidence about the 
painted decoration and made possible the surveying and mapping of the Egyptian blue, which had 
faded from the surface but survives inside the marble to a considerable extent.  

Analyses of specimens of earlier mortars, which have been removed, yielded information 
regarding their composition and stratigraphy.  

The aesthetic retrieval concluded the interventions, as discontinuities were filled with new sealing 
mortars that were chromatically harmonized with the cleaned surface.    
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7.3. THE CONSERVATION OF THE COFFERED CEILING OF THE PORCH OF THE 

CARYATIDS 

G. G. Frantzi 

Conservator of Antiquities and Works of Art, Supervisor of the Erechtheion conservation team, Acropolis 

Restoration Service 

A. M. Maridaki

Conservator of Antiquities and Works of Art, Erechtheion conservation team 

D. L. Garbis

Conservator of Antiquities and Works of Art, Erechtheion conservation team 

E. Ch. Papakonstantinou

Chemical Engineer, f. Head of the Surface Conservation Technical Office 

Abstract 

The soot deposits and black encrustations that cover parts of the surface of Pentelic marble at the 

Acropolis of Athens, mostly in areas that are not exposed to rainwater, are always a challenge for the 

conservation department.  In order to remove these from the coffered ceiling of the Porch of the 

Caryatids of the Erechtheion, an in situ cleaning project that involves the use of laser technology has 

been implemented in recent years in collaboration with the Institute of Electronic Structure & Laser –

Foundation for Research & Technology (IESL – FORTH). 

This method revealed technological and historical evidence, such as layers of colour and coatings 

that had been well hidden beneath the deposits. Although traces of the form of the decoration and 

traces of cyan colour are macroscopically visible in some coffers, the pattern of the painted decoration 

was ultimately confirmed through the special photographic method VIL (Visible Induced 

Luminescence), by which the cyan colour was identified as “Egyptian blue.” It is still possible that 

there are other colours to be found as well.  

Various methods of examination and analysis have been used in the investigation of the 

composition of an extensive black layer, which at first appeared to be the substrate of the ancient 

written decoration but it has proved to be a later intervention. At the same time, there has been an 

investigation regarding the origin and composition of the two coatings that were applied at a later time 

and which cover the ancient layers: an extensive white layer of uneven thickness and an orange layer 

that has survived in several places over the white one. The diagnostic methods applied were the SEM-

EDAX, XRD and FTIR at the Institute of material science- National Center for Scientific Research of 

Greece-Demokritos (NCSR-Demokritos). The XRF, Image and Signal processing and FTIR were 

undertaken by the Ormylia Foundation, while the analyses of organic bindings (Py-GC/MS, GC-MS) 

Το έργο της συντήρησης της επιφάνειας 7.3      Γ. Φραντζή κ.ά.

were conducted by the Department of Chemistry and Industrial Chemistry of the University of Pisa 

(DCCI, University of Pisa). 

A major issue regarding the ceiling, mainly an aesthetic one, were the controversial filling 

interventions where cement mortars were used in imitation of the dilapidated astragals in several 

coffers. The extensive soot deposits and the black crust that covered these made it difficult to discern 

fillings and their limits from the original surface. The laser cleaning revealed the original surface 

limits. In order to prevent the deteriorated marble surface underneath the fillings, it was decided to 

smooth over the protruding moulded elements and to aesthetically improve them with new mortar.  

List of Figuresii

Fig. 1. The coffered ceiling (1st and 2nd slab) of the Porch of the Caryatids before interventions.

Fig. 2. The decorative bands between coffers, as discerned before interventions.

Fig. 3. Traces of the outlines of “egg-and-dart” ornaments on the “Ionic cymatium” of a coffer on 

the 1st coffer slab.

Fig. 4. Traces of cyan colour among the black layer.

Fig. 5. Off-white and orange coating in the sunken panel of a coffer.

Fig. 6. Traces of the application of the off-white coating with a brush over the black layer.

Fig. 7. Interventions of 1970, strengthening of the cement mortar fillings with metal 

reinforcement.

Fig. 8. Interventions of 1970, imitation of worn astragal relief with mortar.

Fig. 9. Third coffer slab, marble with an orange tint, before cleaning.

Fig. 10. Third coffer slab, marble with an orange tint, after cleaning

Fig. 11. Coffer with fillings and the two coatings (off-white and orange), covered by soot and 

deposits, before interventions.

Fig. 12. After the interventions (laser cleaning and aesthetic improvement), the area is distinct

Fig. 13. Aspect of coffer, where because of extensive deposits, it is not possible to distinguish 

mortars from the original marble nor is the presence of the black layer discernible

Fig. 14. After the interventions for cleaning and aesthetic improvement, the boundaries of the 

fillings as well as of the black layer and of the coatings were perceivable.

Fig. 15. Relief astragals between coffers, before cleaning.

Fig. 16. Relief astragals between coffers, after cleaning.

Fig. 17. Part of the coffered ceiling before interventions.

Fig. 18. Part of the coffered ceiling after interventions.

Fig. 19. Revelation of the reinforcement bars of the fillings.

Fig. 20. Face of coffer where the painted decoration is not discernible.
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Fig. 21. Imaging of painted decoration on a coffer face with the VIL method.

Fig. 22. Imaging of sample on the SEM indicating the position of the layer of lead, right over the 

calcite crystals (marble).

Fig. 23. Imaging of sample in the polarizing microscope, where its stratigraphy is indicated.

Fig. 24. Imaging of sample in the polarizing microscope, where its stratigraphy is indicated.

Fig. 25. Imaging of sample in the polarizing microscope, where its stratigraphy is indicated

Fig. 26. Imaging of sample on the SEM indicating the position of the layer of lead, right over the 

pigment crystals (Egyptian blue).

List of Drawings

Dwg. 1. The Erechtheion: south porch coffered ceiling – graphic illustration of contemporary 

interventions (Digital processing: D. Chamopoulou).   

Dwg. 2. The Erechtheion: south porch coffered ceiling – graphic illustration of earlier interventions 

(Digital processing: D. Chamopoulou).   

Note: All Photos and Drawings are from the ESMA Archive.
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8. THE PROJECT OF INVENTORYING, DOCUMENTING AND CLASSIFYING THE

SCATTERED ARCHITECTURAL MEMBERS OF THE ACROPOLIS (2000-2012)

Dr. Elisavet P. Sioumpara  

Archaeologist, Head of the Project of “ ”, Acropolis Restoration Service

Abstract 

The first main goal of the Project of Scattered Architectural Members (Membra Disjecta) of 

the 2000-2012, was the re-examination of all the remaining stone-piles with 

marble members at Acropolis, which was accomplished. That included the dismantling of the stone 

the 23

scattered architectural members. They were inventoried, photographed, drawn selectively and 

arranged according to their morphological features in new stone piles, north of the Old Acropolis 

Museum. In this framework, the research of the scientific responsible of the project at that time, Dr K. 

Kissas, focused on marble architectural members coming from the archaic buildings of Acropolis. 

Since 2008 the goal of the project has been the full documentation and display of the poros 

architectural members, which originate mainly from the archaic buildings of the Acropolis. Most of 

them were gathered in a stone pile south of the Old Acropolis Museum. In total, more than 850 

members were documented. Next, the material was classified in 18 groups and the search for joining 

fragments was systemized. This process resulted in 51 new architectural members from 117 

fragments. The design of appropriate joining mortars was assigned to the Technical University of 

Crete (TUC), leading to a mortar composed by hydrated lime, metakaolin, aggregates of calcitic 

have

of another 18 members are still pending, some of which require supplements from new Piraeus-Stone 

(Aktitis). Furthermore, it was possible the

At the same time over 100 new drawings of architectural members of the 

An issue still open for all the scattered architectural members of the Acropolis is their storage in a 

The the could be part of the 

solution. 
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Fig. 1. Stone-pile before its dismantling, north of the Old Acropolis Museum. 

Fig. 2.  New stone-piles with categorized architectural members according to morphological 

features. 

Fig. 3. Plan of the Acropolis with the position of all the stone-piles. 

Fig. 4. Inventory Form of the architectural member with Inv. Nr. 13585.  

Fig. 5. The front cover of the book of K. Kissas about the archaic architecture of Acropolis. 

Fig. 6.  Dismantling of the stone-pile with poros architectural members south of the Acropolis-

Museum. 
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Abstract 

The first step in the process of restoration of a monument is its precise geometric documentation. 

Photogrammetry is one of the quickest topographic methods of geometric documentation, which was 

used very early for the recording of monuments, historical buildings and sites. Moreover, one of the 

issues discussed during the first meeting of the Committee for the Conservation of the Acropolis 

Monuments (ESMA) - when it was newly founded in 1975 - was the photogrammetric documentation 

of monuments and of the site of the Athenian Acropolis. 

In this article, reference is going to be made to the project “Development of Geographical 

Information Systems at the Acropolis of Athens,” which was funded from the European Union and the 

GreekState. The main aims of the project were the relief mapping of the Acropolis along with 

complete topographic and photogrammetric documentation, the relief mapping of the Walls with an 

accuracy of approximately 1 cm and of the groundplan of the Acropolis with an accuracy of 

approximately 3 cm, as well as the 3D scanning of the Erechtheion and of the Walls.  

It should be noted that this project is internationally pioneering because of the object size and 

morphology. It should also be noted that the Acropolis Walls constitute the only monument on the 

Acropolis Rock which had never been systematically documented and monitored before.  

Furthermore, reference will also be made to the additional photogrammetric studies that were 

carried out by the Acropolis Restoration Service in the period 2007 - 2012 on parts of the Parthenon at 

a large scale (1:10 and 1:20), to meet the needs of the projects of the Service.   

Taking under consideration  that the photogrammetric products constitute first and foremost tools 

for the interventions to the monuments but also documentation records of the monuments, there will 

also be an analysis of the problems arise  in the photogrammetric documentation of the ancient 

monuments and the advantages of phtogrammetric recording. 
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Abstract 

This article presents the development in the digital management of the documentation of the 

restoration works on the Acropolis monuments in the period 2000 – 2012, that is after the installation 

of workstations at the worksites, which was done with a view to the immediate and systematic entry 

of the documents produced daily during the course of the restorative work. The article also aims to 

present the upgrading of the management of the documents in the past decade as well as the work of 

the Documentation Office aiming at the dissemination of the information towards the scientific 

community and the general public. This is followed by an analysis of the work of digital management 

at the three major worksites of the Acropolis, namely at the Parthenon, the Propylaea, and the Temple 

of Athena Nike and information is provided about the codification of architectural members, the 

process of entering the documents, and the progress of the application for every restoration project.  
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Fig. 7. Digital record of the architectural member B.E.7.1 from the Parthenon accompanied with 

comments by civil engineer K. Zambas and information from a hand-written work log kept 

by the author. 

Fig. 8. Digital record of an architectural member from the Parthenon updated with its photographic 

documentation. The number that comes up in the 'Code' field stands for the position of the 

member in the new restoration. The numbers that come up in the 'Other codes' field are the 

number used during disassembly and the number indicating its position in the restoration by 

Balanos.    

Fig. 9. Digital record of the architectural member O.E. 4.1 from the Parthenon with its graphic 

documentation. 

Fig.  10. Digital record of a photograph from the Parthenon and part of the correlations in the 

database field of earlier interventions. 

Fig. 11. Diagram of analysis of monument (The Propylaea), which shows the architectural members 

classified in the “cornice” category for the entablature of the east stoa. Discernible are three 

types of codes: simple alphanumeric codes, alphanumeric codes with th

scattered members' archive numbers. 

Fig. 12. Digital record of the architectural member with archive number 5827. In the field “Member 

Balanos 

 

Fig. 13. 

associated a drawing of the actual state of the member (left) and drawing of the structural 

restoration proposal (right). 

Fig. 14. Digital record of the fragment with archive number 5829. The photographs show two 

different phases of its restoration: the joining of new marble supplement onto it (up right) 

and the joining of a new marble supplement with the use of titanium reinforcement bars. In 

(down left). 

Fig. 15. Digital record of the ceiling of the west hall of the Propylaea. The selected photographs 

show the southern façade of the ceiling as it was restored by Balanos (left) and the restored 

ceiling of the northern aisle after the latest intervention (right). 

Fig. 16. Digital record of the column capital KK.3 of the temple of Athena Nike, updated with all 

relevant documentation. The analysis diagram for the column, on the left, displays both the 

records of the members comprising the column after the new restoration and the entries of 

the members used in the previous restoration (  
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Fig. 17. 

with all relative documentation. The analysis diagram for the sima of the north side, on the 

left, displays records : of the blocks of the new restoration, of the fragments which have 

been incorporated into the sima and of the substituted new marble supplements from the 

 

Fig. 18. Search for photographs of the restoration work on the poros naiskos of Athena Nike in the 

database.  

Fig. 19. Search for drawings of the architectural members of the Temple of Athena Nike in the 

database.  

Fig. 20. Search for photographs of the setting of the replicas of the frieze of the Temple of Athena 

Nike in the database.  
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11. EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION AND 

EDUCATION (2003 – 2013)   

 

Cornelia Hadziaslani 

Architect - Archaeologist, f. Head of the Information and Education Department  

Irene Kaimara  

Archaeologist, Head of the Information and Education Department 

Assimina Leonti 

Archaeologist, Information and Education Department

 

Abstract 

In the period 2003 – 2013, the Department of Information and Education organized a variety of 

educational activities at the Acropolis and the Acropolis Museum concerning first the creation and 

carrying out of educational programmes. In total, 1,151 educational programmes were carried out, in 

which 30,489 pupils were engaged.  

 A great part of our work has also been devoted to the production and dissemination of educational 

resources, which involves books, leaflets, but also museum kits and family backpacks, in Greek and in 

English. An enriched version of “The Twelve Olympian Gods” (2007) museum kit was produced and 

a new teacher’s pack entitled “Restoring the Athenian Acropolis” was published in Greek (2010) and 

in English (2012). In total, the educational museum kits were taken out on loan by 2,096 schools and 

used by 132,527 pupils throughout the country. 

Furthermore, two family backpacks were created, one entitled “One Day in the Acropolis Museum 

with the Goddess Athena,” which was used from April 2011 to December of 2012 by 7,079 families, 

and a second one entitled “Archaic Colors,” which was used from August 2012 to December of 2012 

by 417 families. Moreover, the Department proceeded with the creation of educational films, the 

progressive digitization of the entirety of its educational programmes and publications (2007) and 

their uploading into the online repository (repository.acropolis-education.gr) (2013). It also proceeded 

with the creation of online applications. These include the online application entitled “The Parthenon 

Frieze” (www.parthenonfrieze.gr) (2009), which is addressed to specialized scholars, the general 

public, but also to children, the online application entitled “Athena, Goddess of the Acropolis” 

(www.acropolis-athena.gr) (2010), the online game “Color the Peplos Kore” 

(www.theacropolismuseum.gr/peploforos/) (2012), as well as “The Glafka Project” 

(www.ysma.gr/theglafkaproject/) (2013), an application about the restoration of the Acropolis 

monuments. 

Εκπαιδευτικές δράσεις 11.       Κ. Χατζηασλάνη κ.ά.  

Particular attention has also been given through these years to the evaluation of educational 

activities as well as to teacher education through seminars. A total of 8,207 people from Greece and 

abroad participated in the seminars. 

In conclusion, all the educational activities of the Department along with a number of selected 

projects from various schools throughout the country are presented in the book, “ACROPOLIS AND 

EDUCATION” (2011).  
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12. THE INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS ON THE RESTORATION OF THE 

ACROPOLIS MONUMENTS: ENDPOINT OF STUDIES AND PROPOSALS, 

STARTING POINT FOR REFLECTION AND DECISION-MAKING.  

 

Fani Mallouchou-Tufano 

Associate Professor at the Technical University of Crete, Member of ESMA 

 

Abstract 

The International Meetings on the Restoration of the Acropolis Monuments constitute an 

institution above and beyond the interventions by ESMA on the Acropolis. The purpose of 

these meetings is to ensure that decisions regarding interventions on the monuments are made 

in the most objective and transparent manner. Moreover, these meetings constitute the 

endpoint of various studies stemming from an original preliminary proposal regarding the 

restoration of monuments and, at the same time, they constitute the point of departure for 

relevant, fruitful theoretical reflection, which, in turn, leads to making relevant final 

decisions. At the same time, the International Meetings function as a forum for a more 

extensive presentation of the progress of the restorative work on the monuments and of the 

scientific research/achievements accomplished at the interval between Meetings.   

Discussions developed during the five International Meetings that have taken place thus 

far (in 1977, 1983, 1989, 1994 and 2002) pertained primarily to the procedures, methods and 

materials used for the interventions to the monuments as well as to the theoretical principles 

and values that govern the work carried out. Proposals made by M. Korres at the International 

Meetings of 1983 and 1989 regarding the reintegration into the Parthenon of a large number 

of scattered architectural members that have been identified in terms of origin and position or, 

even, proposals regarding the enrichment of the plastic architectural decoration of the 

Parthenon with replicas of the sculptures which survive, but not as part of the monument, led 

to discussions about the limits and the character of the interventions. These proposals 

prompted conference participants to rather emphatically pose questions as to whether it is 

legitimate to change the given image of the monument and whether it is likely for 

interventions to transform the dilapidated character of the monument, to reduce its historicity, 

to counterfeit its material authenticity, even to mar and degrade its unrivaled aesthetic and 

artistic quality. At the International Meeting of 1994, a proposal by T. Tanoulas to 

disassemble the west wall of the NW wing of the Propylaea - which had been moved but 

never before restored - in order to rectify its tilt, rekindled the issues of theoretical principles 

governing the work and, during the negotiation of the issue, reaffirmed the principle whereby 

current interventions are to be restricted only to areas of the monuments that had been 

restored in the past. 

Οι διεθνείς συναντήσεις 12.      Φ. Μαλλούχου-Tufano  

The views of the participants to the International Meetings are not binding to the Greek 

side, but they do enrich the dialogue that develops before any final decisions regarding 

interventions on the Acropolis monuments can be reached, and they certainly affect these 

decisions. In this respect, the International Meetings on the Restoration of the Acropolis 

Monuments constitute a distinct aspect indicating the quality of the restoration work made by 

ESMA.  
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Fig. 4. Presentations during the 5th International Meeting on the Restoration of the 

Acropolis Monuments of 2002. 
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